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SUBJECT: US-USSR SPACE COOPERATION; JOINT WORKING GROUP ON NEAR 
EARTH SPACE, THE MOON AND PLANETS (04.03-05) 

REES: (A) STATE 252081, (B) MOSCOW 15493 

1. VERESCHETIN PHONED SCICOUNS OCTOBER 25 STATING 
THAT HE HAD DISCUSSED HINNERS' LETTER (REFTEL A) 

WITH PETROV. HE SAID PETROV HAD FOLLOWING COMMENTS 
WHICH HE WISHED TO COMMUNICATE TO NASA: 

(A) SOVIETS ARE NOT PREPARED TO HOLD FORMAL 
MEETING OF THE NEAR EARTH SPACE, THE MOON AND PLANETS 
WORKING GROUP DURING SHUTTLE-SAL YUT WORKING GROUPS 
MEETING WEEK OF NOVEMBER 14. 

(B) PETROV WILL BE PREPARED TO DISCUSS WITH HINNERS 
INFORMALLY INCREASED PLANETARY COOPERATION DURING WEEK 
OF NOVEMBER 14. BARSUKOV, SAGDEEV AND OTHER SOVIET 
PLANETARY RESEARCH LEADERS WILL BE AVAILABLE TO 
PARTICIPATE IN THESE INFORMAL DISCUSSIONS. 
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(C) INFORMAL DISCUSSION ON PLANETARY COOPERATION COULD 
CONTINUE ON BEYOND WEEK OF NOVEMBER 14, IF NECESSARY. INEORMAL 
DISCUSSIONS PRECEDING SHUTTLE-SALYUT WORKING GROUP 
MEETING IMPOSSIBLE, AS SOVIET SPACE LEADERSHIP FULLY 
OCCUPIED WEEK OE NOVEMBER 7 CEREMONIES. 
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